[Antigenic characteristics of different variants of influenza virus A(H3/N2) and their circulation in the USSR and People's Republic of Bulgaria in 1968-1980].
Influenza A (H3N2) virus strains isolated in 1968-1980 in the USSR (1908 strains), PRB (1413 strains) and in other countries were studied comparatively. Among 15 drift variants described in the literature only 6 were found to have sequential epidemic spread. In all the instances the epidemics occurred after importation of the virus from abroad, the interval between the emergence of a new drift variant and its detection in the study areas ranged from 2 1/2 months to 1 1/2 years and was not synchronous for the USSR and PRB. A progressive decrease of the antigenic determinant typical of the prototype A/Hong Kong/1/68 in hemagglutinin and neuraminidase of the drift variants was observed. The strains isolated in 1979-1980 were not directly related to the A/Hong Kong/1/68 strain but were connected with it through intermediate variants circulating in 1974-1975.